
  

  

 

Some members of our club have asked what is AAHLBC and what is all this talk about 

a convention?  

The Association of American Hockey League Booster Clubs or better known as the 

AAHLBC. Membership is open to one Booster Club representing each American Hockey 

League franchise, any former American Hockey League franchise which has an active 

Booster Club, or any awarded American Hockey League franchise that has formed a 

Booster Club. 

This past September the membership held their 52nd annual convention hosted by the 

Springfield Falcons in Hartford, CT. Most attendees actually refer to it as the “Family 

Reunion”. Everyone who makes the trip to the host city is part of an extended hockey 

family. Over 200 enthusiastic hockey fans from all over North America representing past 

and present AHL hockey teams converges into one hotel for a three day fun filled 

weekend. The weekend has always been the one immediately following Labor Day. 

Some people make plans for the voyage as soon as one convention is over. It is a nice 

way to celebrate the beginning of a new season. 

The location and host each year is determined by the year in which a club has entered 

into the AHL. Visit www.aahlbc.org to view the list of where the convention has been 

held in the past and where it will be in the future. For some folks the weekend has 

evolved to more than just Friday through Sunday. Some Boosters make reservations at 

the host hotel and travel earlier to catch up with comrades they have made from 

previous conventions. Whatever time you arrive the adventure and fun begin as soon as 

you pull up to the hotel’s front door.  

What are the costs and how do you make reservations? 

The cost for the weekend is determined by the AAHLBC and can change slightly from 

year to year depending on the hotel and location. Each price is per person for the 

complete weekend including: 

 hotel room including tax 

 Friday and Saturday night dinners  

 breakfast on Saturday and Sunday morning 

 hospitality room each evening  
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This year rates are as follows: 

Single $365     Double $245     Triple $215     Quad $200 

Arrangements for early arrival or late departure should be made directly to the hotel no 

later than August 11th.  You call the hotel directly. This cost in not included in the 

above convention prices. 

A $50 nonrefundable deposit per person is required. The total balance is due no later 

than June 30th. Your own booster club takes care of deposit and balances and sends a 

list of attendees along with registration forms and payments directly to the AAHLBC 

treasurer. 

Additional Costs: 

Any side trips, raffle chances Saturday morning, lunch/munchies, souvenirs, convention 

shirt/pin 

Weekend Details: 

Once you arrive you receive a big welcome from the host club. There is a formal 

registration process where you sign in and get a name tag along with information about 

any side trips and/or local establishments you might want to visit. During registration 

there will be a signup sheet available for your dinner tables for both Friday and 

Saturday night. 

Thursday—Pub Crawl people who have arrived early and are interested can gather 

with other hockey fans and visit the local pubs in and around the city. Start time TBD 

by host club. 

Friday— 

Side Trips these are determined by the host club and are places in and around the 

area, there is an additional fee for each (ball parks, arena’s, zoo, shopping malls, 

casino’s, golf, breweries, duck boat rides, once we even went to visit a haunted prison) 

The list will be sent out as soon as it is available. Signing up for any side trip is your 

responsibility and is done so prior to convention.  

Executive meeting (two reps from each club) 4PM 

Buffet dinner and costume contest followed by dancing 7-11PM Every 

convention has a theme that is determined by the host club that highlights some of the 

history of that town. Costume ideas go along with this theme. This year it is the 

CIRCUS!!!!  

 



Hospitality Room—11 PM to 2AM interact with different boosters from around the 

league                 (No extra cost for beer, soda, munchies) 

Saturday 

Booster Club Tables—8 to 10 AM Each club sets up their own table, you can walk 

around the room and take a chance at any of the booster clubs 50/50 raffles, hockey 

related items, of course the Hershey chocolate basket, or a chance to win next year’s 

convention (Winners are announced Saturday night after dinner) $$ 

Breakfast—8 to 10 AM buffet breakfast prepared by the hotel 

General membership meeting—10 AM all boosters attend, discuss convention 

details for the following year, view DVD from last year’s convention. We vote for officers 

during an election year. 

Side Trips—held throughout the day; time to see the city or lounge in the pool 

Formal Dinner—7 PM cocktail hour, group photo taken, keynote speakers have 

included a rep from the AHL office and former NHL, AHL players, coaches, referees and 

broadcasters (Rob Ray, Phil Bourque, Terry O’Reilly, Paul Stewart and Mitch 

Lamoureux) 

Hospitality Room—11 PM-2AM (Traditional singing of the Anthems at Midnight) 

Sunday 

Buffet breakfast and goodbyes 

What to Bring: 

Comfortable clothing for walking around city, some people like to wear team jersey to 

hospitality room or at least some kind of hockey related t-shirt, nice outfit for Saturday 

night dinner, bathing suit (we often hang around the pool during the afternoon), 

camera (you want to capture the fun), extra cash for side trips, souvenirs, etc. 

Beyond the trips and dinners, the most rewarding aspect of convention is undoubtedly 

the friendships you make. Who would think that rival club members would be sitting 

around a table together sharing ideas and memories as comrades? We look forward to 

the welcome we receive from our hockey family when we support our team on the 

road. No matter what, we are all hockey fans!! 

  

 

 


