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Cleveland BC Helps Northeast Ohio SPCA 
 

The Cleveland Hockey Booster Club worked a club volunteer 
project helping the Northeast Ohio SPCA.  In addition to 
volunteering, the CHBC conducted a Pet Supply Drive to 
help them out, as well!  Fans 
were asked to bring items to be 
donated to any Monsters home 
game through November 14

th
.  

Some of the items collected 
were kitty litter, kitty and puppy 
chow, dog/cat brushes, bowls, 
new/old blankets and towels, 
laundry/dish soap, paper 
towels, and toys. 

Rochester Boosters Hold Christmas Dinner, 
Provide Christmas for Family 

 
The Rochester Americans Booster Club held its 
Christmas Dinner on December 10

th
, at Hidden Valley 

Clubhouse in Rochester, NY.  Even though this event 
was for fun, the RABC could not resist an opportunity to 
help others.  They asked members to bring a               
non-perishable food item for the Christmas Family’s 
pantry or a $5 donation. 
 

The Amerks Booster Club sponsors one Christmas 
Family each year.  On December 20, the Paddock 
residence was bustling with activity as 15 members of the 
Club converged to help load the presents and food for the 
Christmas family into the cars.  A caravan of seven 
vehicles made the trek to the family’s home.  Upon 
arrival, the mother was met with many smiling faces and 
people waving as she came to the door.  Members 
started to form a relay line to move the various items into 
the home, just as Santa made his appearance.  The 
younger children were in awe to think Santa was there.  
He even thanked our youngest member with us for being 
there to help deliver the gifts.  The family was very 
appreciative of all the gifts, food, and the Christmas tree.  
One of the children even whispered to Mom, “Look, Mom, 
they brought us a tree”.  As we left the house, there was 
not a dry eye amongst us and I know Mom was crying 
when we left. (Article by Chris Garren) 

Wolves Boosters Enjoys Road Watch Party 
The Chicago Wolves Booster Club members took a break 

from the frantic pace of Christmas shopping, cleaning, 

baking and wrapping to attend held a Road Game Watch 

Party on December 15th.  Members met at River Rock 

Gastro Pub in Schiller Park to share some holiday cheer, 

great food and drinks...all while watching the Wolves take on 

the Milwaukee Admirals up at the Bradley Center in 

Milwaukee, WI.  Fans feasted on pizza, chicken wings, salad 

and a whole array of sweets as the game proceeded.   

Unfortunately the Wolves lost, however, members still got to 

enjoy the game and each other’s company. 
 

Some items were raffled off,  Winners went home with 

Wolves memorabilia, event tickets and other fun collectibles. 

The proceeds from the sale of raffle tickets went to Fisher 

House.  In addition to the money collected, several people 

brought donations of things found on the Fisher House wish 

list. 
 

Nothing like helping others around the holidays.  It is truly a 

win-win.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Board of Directors 
 

President: 
 

Terri Lewis                                
terri_lewis@verizon.net 
 
Vice President: 
 

Bill Walch                                 
lighthouseman2@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer: 
 

Chris O’Shea 
hockeynanny20@aol.com 
 

Secretary: 
 

Cindy Haluszczak 
tetaksenia@aol.com 
 

Convention Chair: 
 

Chip Hanucsik 
bcprezchip@aol.com  

Mission Statement 
 

The purpose of this organization 
will be: 
 
a. To promote better understanding 
between Booster Clubs and the 
American Hockey League           
Organization. 
 
b. To Compare and attempt to     
alleviate problems confronting 
each individual Booster Club. 
 
c. To act as a social organization 
for Booster Club members. 

Submitting an Article 
 

To submit an article to this        
newsletter, please email it to  
lighthouseman2@yahoo.com 
with “AAHLBC Newsletter” in 
the subject line. 
 

Please note:  Your club must be 
a member of the AAHLBC in  
order to submit an article to this        
newsletter. 
 
 

Editor:  Bill Walch 
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Bridgeport Boosters Auction Ornaments 
The Bridgeport Sound Tigers Booster Club auctioned off player designed/

autographed and raised over $300 for Camp Rising Sun.   

Lehigh Valley Boosters Host PBFC 
The LVPPC hosted a pre-game hosting event for the Providence Bruins Fan 
Club on November 28

th
. 

Pittsburgh Collections are a Success 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Pittsburgh Penguins Booster 
Club held two important holiday 
drives during the holidays.  In 
November, they held a food drive.  
By the end of it all, the Food Bank 
gained 1,082 pounds of food and 
$2,000, thanks to Pens fans.  In 
December, a toy drive was held and 
Pens fans came out for this drive, 
too.  Two nights of collecting netted 
1,180 toys and $4,193 to give to the 
Toys for Tots.  Many children in the 
Pittsburgh area were able to have 
toys on Christmas morning. 



 

The Annual Albany Devils Booster Club held their annual bowlathon on January 24 at Spare Time Lanes in Latham, 
NY.  Bowlers had to raise a minimum of $50 to bowl with an Albany Devils player.  All proceeds from this event went 
to promote youth hockey in the Albany area. 
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Albany Bowls with the Devils 



 

The meeting was opened at 10:00 AM by Convention 
Chair Chip Hanuscik.  He apologized for the lack of 
variety at breakfast.  Chip welcomed everyone to the 
51st AAHLBC Convention.  
 
Everyone joined in singing the anthems. 
 
At this time Chip introduced the officers:  
 
President - Terri Lewis 
 
Vice President - Bill Walch  
 
Secretary - Cindy Haluszczak 
 
Treasurer - Chris O’Shea 
 
Convention Chair - Chip Hanuscik 
 
President Terri Lewis ran the meeting.  She reminded 
everyone to turn their phones off or on silent. 
 
Bill Walch welcomed the Lehigh Valley Booster Club 
to the convention.  He congratulated Chicago 
Blackhawks for winning the 2015 Stanley Cup and the 
Manchester Monarchs for winning the 2015 Calder 
Cup. 
 
All rookies were asked to stand and were welcomed 
into the family. 
 
Minutes - Jeff Krupel (Bridgeport) made a motion to 
waive the reading of the 2014 General Meeting 
Minutes; Marey Bailey (Albany) seconded the motion; 
the motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report - Treasurer Chris O’Shea 
presented the report, which was read by Bill Walch 
(complete report attached to the end of these 
minutes).  
 
Balance as of 9/8/2014: $16,965.03  
 
Total Income:                 $60,094.00  
Total Expenses:             $  6,348.10  
 
Balance as of 9/1/2014: $70,710.93  
 
Nancy Haryasz (Springfield) made a motion to accept 
the Treasurer’s Report pending audit; Mark Haryasz 
(Springfield) seconded the motion; the motion passed.  
 

Correspondence:  
 
1)  A welcome greeting from Daniel P. McCoy, Albany 
County Executive. 
 
2)  A thank you from from Holy Ghost Prep School for 
our donation of $376 and $176 from the Chicago 
Wolfpack Booster Club in memory of Jack Schott. 
 
3)  A thank you from Joan Schott for our donations to 
the Holy Ghost Prep School in memory of Jack Schott.  
 
Roll Call : 

Sign-in sheets were going around. 
 
Joan Schott (Philadelphia Firebirds) gave her overview 
of the activities of the Firebirds Club this past year.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
1)  Almost every club has their dues paid.  The ones 
not paid are not represented at the convention.  
 
2)  There was a discussion last year concerning 
children attending convention.  We did not receive any 
written suggestions or proposed by-law changes 

(Minutes...Continued on page 5) 

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN HOCKEY LEAGUE BOOSTER CLUBS 
DESMOND HOTEL - ALBANY, NEW YORK  

GENERAL MEETING  
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2015  

00 - Adirondack  01 - Peoria 

23 - Albany  01 - Philadelphia Firebirds 

02 - Baltimore  07 - Philadelphia Phantoms 

22 - Binghamton  08 - Pittsburgh 

19 - Bridgeport  06 - Portland 

00 - Chicago  12 - Providence 

09 - Cleveland  14 - Rochester 

00 - Grand Rapids  08 - Rockford 

01 - Halifax  00 - Saint John 

05 - Hamilton  00 - San Antonio 

03 - Hartford  06 - Springfield 

17 - Hershey  19 - Syracuse 

05 - Lehigh Valley  01 - Utica Devils 

10 - Lowell  17 - Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 

17 - Manchester  04 - Worcester 

00 - Oklahoma  TOTAL:  237 
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concerning this.   At this point it is a dead issue.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1)  There will be no initiation of rookies this year.  The 
officers had a lengthy discussion on this.  They have 
received a letter and many comments about this.  It 
has also been on social media.  People are feeling 
uncomfortable about it.  Some people are afraid to 
come to the convention as a rookie.  It was to be a fun 
thing but some of it has gotten out of hand.  Initiation is 
not part of our by-laws.  The board's decision was 
unanimous to cancel initiation from this time forward 
and we will welcome rookies at the General Meeting. 
 
2)  Bill Walch stated that the information for the photo 
contest is on the website.  Dennis Gottesman 
(Hershey) puts together a video each year of the 
previous convention.  Information will be on the 
website for ordering a DVD.  Please do not send cash. 
 
ELECTIONS 
 
This is an election year.  There were no nomination 
forms received.  A motion from last night's Executive 
Board meeting was for the officers to remain in their 
respective office of which the officers agreed to this.  
Jim Pertuso (Providence) made a motion to cast one 
vote for each of the officers (President - Terri Lewis; 
Vice President - Bill Walch; Secretary - Cindy 
Haluszczak; Treasurer - Chris O’Shea; and 
Convention Chair - Chip Hanuscik); Jeff Florio 
(Providence) seconded the motion; the motion passed. 
  
2016 Convention - Patty Devine (Springfield) 
confirmed that Springfield will host the 2016 
Convention.  The theme will be Dr. Suess.  
 
2017 Convention - Providence Bruins Booster Club 
has accepted the hosting of the 2017 Convention.  
 
At this time Dennis Gottesman (Hershey) presented 
the DVD from last year's convention.  
 
Everyone was reminded of the dress code for tonight's 
banquet - no jerseys, no jeans, no t-shirts, no tennis 
shoes.  Your meal ticket for tonight is in your badge 
holder.  Remember to get your raffle tickets before 
leaving.  
 
Ann Bello (Binghamton) thanked Howie Lewis for his 
running of the initiations in the past and making them 
fun.  
 
There will be a separate table tonight with a place 
setting to honor those who are no longer with us.  This 
will be an annual event.  The names of those who 

passed away this year and were given to the Secretary 
will be read tonight (a list is attached to these minutes).  
A reminder that there is a Memory Wall on the website 
for those who have passed and attended conventions. 
Submit the information along with a photo to Bill 
Walch. 
 
The charity this year is the American Heart Association 
in memory of Therese Chwazik. 
 
The pre-party for the 2015 All Star Game in Syracuse 
will be held at the Crown Plaza.  Information will be 
given to Bill Walch to put on the Website. 
  
Bob Guzy (Albany) made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting; Jeanne Carras (Albany) seconded the 
motion; the motion passed.  
 
President Lewis adjourned the General Meeting at 
11:12 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Cynthia K. Haluszczak  
Secretary  
 
Attachments:   
        Tresurer's Report 
        List of Members Who Passed Away This 
Year 
 

THOSE MEMBERS WHO HAVE PASSED 
AWAY THIS PAST YEAR: 

 
Baltimore: Lorraine Kelly, Wayne Hartel  
 

Binghamton: George Hamar, Gary Saunders, Jordan 
Underwood  
 

Cleveland - Lucille Marshall  
 

Hartford  - Bob Wood  
 

Philadelphia Phantoms/Syracuse - Jeremy Hall  
 

Providence - James Lynch  
 

Rochester - Marge Grasta, Ella Schaeffer  
 

Saint John - Marge Nagle  
 

Syracuse - Judy Maracle 

(Minutes...Continued from page 4) 
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Treasurer’s Report From Convention Minutes 
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The Binghamton Senators Booster Club will be supporting 
their team on the road when they travel to Hartford on 
February 21

st
. 

 

The Bridgeport Sound Tigers Booster Club are planning a 
road trip to Hershey on November 14

th
... The BSTBC will 

be auctioning off player designed/autographed ornaments 
on December 5

th
.  Proceeds will go to Camp Rising Sun 

located in Colebrook, CT. 

 

The Cleveland Hockey Booster Club will travel to Chicago 
to watch the Monsters take on the Wolves on April 2

nd
. 

 
The Hartford WolfPack Booster Club will host an 
Appreciation Dinner on March 8

th
, and it will include 

dinner with the players, raffles, autographs, door prizes, 
and most of all, F-U-N... The HWPBC will be traveling to 
Lehigh Valley on March 6

th
. 

 

The Hershey Bears Booster Club held its Christmas 
Dinner Meeting on December 15

th
.  The event was 

attended by 53 members... The HBBC will hold the 5th 
edition of the Booster Club’s Broomball for Autism event 
on March 13

th
 at Klick – Lewis Arena in Annville, PA.  This 

is where radio, TV, print and other personalities from 
around the mid-state converge for games, raffles and 
more, all designed to raise money and awareness in the 
fight against Autism... The HBBC  take to the road and 
visit Lehigh Valley (March 3) and Hartford/Providence 
(April 1-4). 
 
The Lehigh Valley Phantoms Phan Club will host its 1st 
official LV Phantoms affiliate event, a Phantoms away 
game viewing party on March 5th at Crust Coal Fired 
Pizza in Allentown, PA.  There will be plenty of pizza, 
appetizers of garlic knots, Caesar salad and unlimited soft 
drinks.  There will be prize giveaways and raffles. 
 

The Manchester Monarchs Booster Club will hold a 
bowlathon with proceeds benefitting the MMBC’s Jennifer 
Kemp Memorial Scholarship Fund.  The bowlathon will 
take place on March 20

th
. 

 

The Norfolk Admirals Booster Club will be hosting in 
“Spirit Night” on February 23

rd
 at Chick-fil-A in Newport 

News, VA.  By mentioning the booster club when 
ordering, the booster club would receive a portion of sales 
for the night.  They will do it again in March. 
 
The Peoria Rivermen Booster Club have an Adopt-a-
Player program giving gift bags to each player every 
month... The PRBC will be holding a bowlathon on 
February 28

th
... The Rivermen BC will hold its End of 

Season Banquet on April 4
th
. 

 
The Portland Professional Hockey Booster Club will be 
selling player signed Pucks & Kisses for Valentine's Day... 

The PPHBC will also hold its “March to the Playoffs” Party 
with Pirates players on March 15

th
 at Spare Time in 

Portland.  There will be laser tag, video games & food, 
plus a chance to meet and hang out with players, 
coaches & staff. 
 
The Providence Bruins Fan Club will be hosting a Road 
Game Party at Dave & Busters in Providence on February 
21

st
... The PBFC will road trip to Toronto and Rochester 

from March 18-20... On March 29
th
, the Bruins Fan Club 

will hold its 6
th
 annual “Steak Fry” at Jerry Remy’s in Fall 

River, MA. 
 
The Rochester Americans Booster Club has brought its 
membership total up to 191 for the 2015-16 season... The 
booster club will be traveling to Albany and Hartford on 
February 13

th
 & 14

th
. 

 

As of December 1
st
, the Rockford IceHogs Booster Club 

has already donated over $1,800 since the start of the 
2015-2016 season... The RIBC donated gift cards to 
Adopt An Angel.  It ensured children in the foster system 
would have a Christmas present... IceHogs Boosters 
donated 30 bags of items to Carpenter’s Place.  
Carpenter’s Place is a local charity providing the tools 
necessary for rebuilding the lives of homeless adults. 

 

The San Antonio Rampage Booster Club will host a 

Rampage Watch Party at the Lion & Rose British 

Restaurant & Pub on February 6... The SARBC is 

planning a trip to Dallas, TX on February 27
th
 to see the 

Dallas Stars take on the New York Rangers.  It will be a 

good time to go, since the Rampage are on their own 

month-long cross-country road trip due to the rodeo in 

San Antonio.  The cost of the trip includes transportation, 

game ticket, and an all-you-can-eat meal (hot dogs, chips, 

drinks, etc)... Members of the SARBC will be volunteering 

at the San Antonio Humane Society on March 19
th

.   
 

The Syracuse Crunch Corps Booster Club will host a 
“Meet the Players” Party on March 9

th
 at the Double Tree 

by Hilton Syracuse.  This is an exclusive party for 
members of the SCCBC... After invading Binghamton in 
January, the Crunch Corps will be road tripping to Lehigh 
Valley on April 17

th
.   

 

The Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins Booster Club 
hosted a group of Utica Comets 
fans who traveled to Wilkes-Barre 
Twp. Fire Hall... The WBSPBC next 
road trip is to Toronto and 
Rochester, on February 19-21.  On 
March 13

th
, they will head to 

Bridgeport and on April 15, they 
take a short ride over to Lehigh 
Valley. 

Booster Club Happenings 

https://www.facebook.com/ClevelandHockeyBC/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/Lehigh-Valley-Phantoms-Phan-Club-863482790357288/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/NABoosterClub/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/Portland-Professional-Hockey-Booster-Club-140407837121/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wilkes-Barre-Twp-Fire-Hall/188647177828509
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This year’s AHL All-Star festivities were 
held in Syracuse NY, home of the 
Syracuse Crunch.  The festivities started 
on Sunday January 31st as players, 
mascots, team officials, referees, league 
personnel, and fans from across the 
league made their way to Syracuse.  
Since many teams played Saturday night 
- players were still arriving late Sunday 
afternoon.  It was awesome to see so 
many friends and family whom we may 
not get to see during the season except at 
convention in September. 
 

Sunday afternoon prior to the skills competition, the “I Love NY 
Fan Fest at the OnCenter” was across the street from the 
arena.  At this event, fans could try their luck spinning wheels 
for prizes, shoot on a goalie, try their hands at slap shots, get 
info on things to do in NY and get a caricature drawn in an all-
star jersey.  Most importantly, fans from around the league 
were able to get acquainted with each other and the mascots 
who came and entertained us.  By the end of the day, there 
were at least 20 mascots representing teams from across the 
league. It sure would be nice to have all teams send their 

mascots to represent 
their teams.  Many 
fans love getting a 
chance to see the 
mascots and 
watching them 
interact with each 
other.  This is a big 
part of All-Star 
festivities in addition 
to the game and skills 
competition.  If the 
new West Coast 
teams can send their 

mascots (San Jose and Ontario) surely the closer teams could 
send theirs as well.  We sure do miss seeing them as they each 
have their unique styles of entertaining us all.  The mascots are 
not only there for the skills competition and game.  They are 
also out greeting people and bringing cheers and fun to all at 
local malls, shops and hospitals as they do back in their home 
cities or towns.  Community service from the mascots and 
players are key to any community they happen to be in. 
 

There was a pregame party/get together where there were local 
comedians and the band “Five for Fighting” entertaining the 
crowd at the OnCenter. 
 

Sunday night was time for the skills competition –but prior to 
the event, the fans had time to get acquainted with the players 
as well as the mascots who were working the crowd.  They are 
all great with the fans and love getting their picture taken by the 
masses.  Two new mascots came this year representing two of 
the West Coast teams-Frenzy from San Jose and Kingston 
from Ontario and they were readily welcomed into the AHL 
family warmly.  Crowd favorites Tux (WBS), Griff (GR), Roscoe 

(MIL), MeLEvin (LV), Coco (HER),Chubby 
(CHA) and T-Bone (SA) were great as 
usually as they joined Audie (UTI), Moose 
(ROC), Crunchman (SYR), Tully (SYR), 
Sully (LE), Mullet (LE), Crash (IA), Salty 
Pete (POR), Screech (SPR), Duke (TOR) 
and Max (BNG).  It was awesome getting 
the chance to see our players  (or former 
players) on the ice warming up and 
interacting with the fans.  Since presently I 
do not have an AHL team, I came to All-
Stars to support and see all my guys who 
have called Worcester home when they 

played for either the IceCats or Sharks.  They were thrilled to 
see me as I was to see them, and I loved the hugs, smiles and 
getting to chat with them a little. 
 

The skills competition was entertaining and as fans we all 
rooted for and cheered on our guys in their events.  After the 
competition was over, we had the chance to go back down to 
ice level to get autographs and pictures with all the players on 
both teams. 
 

Monday morning was the AHL Hall of Fame Induction 
ceremony where four AHL Alumni were honored as inductees 
of the class of 2016-Bruce Cline, Ralph Keller, JF Labbe and 
Bruce Landon.  Also honored were playing captains, Jeff 
Hoggan and Mike Angelidis, as well as the honorary captains - 
Michael Peca and Scott Walker, who both have ties with 
Syracuse. 
 

Monday night was game time, but first more mascot interaction 
and seeing more of the hockey family and friends.  For many of 
us it’s like a mini family reunion half way through the season so 
it was great to see them all.  We may cheer for our own teams 
but in the end we all cheer for the game of hockey.  The game 
was different this year as they split into 4 teams by division and 
played 4 on 4 and then 3 on 3.  The two divisions with the best 
record after the round robin format, played for the title.  In the 
end it was the Central team that came out victorious.  I’m not 
sure how fond I am of this format yet, but it is what they 
decided to go with.  You can go to www/theahl.com to get all 
the stats and game results, as well as, award winners.  
Congratulations to the Wolves Pat Cannone for being named 
All-Star MVP as well as winner of the Accuracy Shooting 
contest. 
 

Tuesday it was time to make our way back safely to our home 
cities after a terrific two 
days in Syracuse and 
we all look forward to 
seeing where the 2017 
AHL All-Star weekend 
will be.  
 

FUN, FAMILY, 
FRIENDS, MEMORIES 
& HOCKEY WHAT 
MORE CAN YOU ASK 
FOR!!! 

2016 AHL All-Star Classic Weekend 
 From a Fan and Booster Perspective 

by Chris O’Shea (Worcester) 
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