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AAHLBC Gathers in Soggy Harrisburg for Convention 2011

First and foremost, thank
you to Melinda Hardy and
the Executive Board for a

m*m OPERATION HOMEFRONT
Vs PENNSYLVANIA/DELAWARE

the-top Mr. America
costume.
Bailey & Joe Yavonditte won

Al bany¢

job well done in setting up the couplebds pri:
the 2011 AAHLBC Beetle Bailey-General
Convention in Harrisburg, Halftrack costumes. In a
PA. Thanks also to the well-thought-out idea, host
Hershey Bears Booster Club Hershey won the group
for all the work they put into category with their lwo Jima
hosting this event, as well reenactment. With the
as all the booster clubs that contests over, it was time for
hosted the hospitality rooms dancing. Others chose to
over the weekend. head down to watch rookie
initiation. Afterward, it was

A special welcome to the 9 on to the hospitality room for
Providence Bruins Fan | some good ole socializing
Club...this was their first I | and catching up with friends.
convention since their clubs | |
reorganization and they | On Saturday, people met for
didnét just a a breakfast buffet, then
jumped in with both feet and headed to the meeting room
pl ayed host of Sat W0 arvegntion attgnddedheaded to where clubs were set up to sell their
hospitality room. Gettysburg to tour the sites. raffle tickets and club items. The

AAHLBC meeting was held once sales
The weather played a big factor in what Late afternoon Friday, each club sent  were closed.
convention attendees could do while two representatives to the Executive
visiting the Harrisburg/Hershey area. Board meeting. This year was an election year for the
Road closings hampered travel in the AAHLBC Boar d. Bal t i mi
region. Many businesses, including Early evening brought the Friday night Lewis was voted in as President, and
Chocolate World, were shut down when dinner buffet, with many choices of Manchesterds Bill Wal «

rivers overran their banks. Lucky for all eats, and several tasty desserts. The Pr esi dent . Chris 006SI
looking forward to a trip to Chocolate costume contest was held as well. Cindy Haluszczak (Secretary) and

World, they were able to reopen Friday fiHonor i ng t he Mi | i tMelndadlartw@asnvention Chairyreanar 0 s
morning. The news of them openingup t h e me . Lowel I 6s N amopppsedaad willlreenairgiretioein

spread like wildfire. Some side trips won the best female costume with her  positions for another two years.

were cancelled, but the Gettysburgtrip ver si on of fiBet sy Rbasks allforJdlanteeringeysur tene 6 s
was still able to push forward. About Bill Walch won best male with his over- (Continued on pagé)
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From Hamilton Photo Contest Bridgeport Gets
to Hershey Winner Floored
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Board of Directors

President:

Terri Lewis
terri_lewis@verizon.net

Vice President:

Bill Walch
lighthouseman2@yahoo.com

Treasurer:

Chris Ob6Shea
hockeynanny20@aol.com

Secretary:

Cindy Haluszczak
tetaksenia@aol.com

Convention Chair:

Melinda Harty
msh691@aol.com

Mission Statement

The purpose of this organization
will be:

a. To promote better understanding
between Booster Clubs and the
American Hockey League
Organization.

b. To Compare and attempt to
alleviate problems confronting
each individual Booster Club.

c. To act as a social organization
for Booster Club members.

Submitting an Article

To submit an article to this
newsletter, please email it to
lighthouseman2@yahoo.com
with AAAHLBC New
the subject line.

Please note: Your club must be
a member of the AAHLBC in
order to submit an article to this
newsletter.

Editor: Bill Walch

From Hamilton to Hershey - Atrip worth taking

By Allan Taylor, Hamilton

Following closely behind Irene
and Lee, we made the trek to the
annual AAHLBC convention
hoping beyond h
able to stay high and dry. After
two detours and a lot of gawking
at the high water levels Ruthy,
Avis and | arrived in Harrisburg
only to find out that the Pub
Crawl was cancelled and
Chocolate World was closed due
to flooding.

The upside for me was Chip H. from Wilkes Barre (more commonly known as

radio personality Chip the Beer Guy) high jacked me to attend a west coast

microbrew event. Since the pub crawl had already been cancelled due to the
mayorodos office closing the district in an
unexpected side trip was quite welcome. Upon my return | found most of the

gang reminiscing with Hockey Family we do
for many to see the camaraderie between o
was filled with representatives of several different teams. This bonding is really

what makes the weekend so special.

On Friday morning, the Odd Triple set out on yet another Wal-Mar t r un. It
Wilkes Barre, but Avis was still somewhat appeased at missing Chocolate World.
Wandering about, | received a call informing me that the flooding in Hershey had
subsided and we could now make the trek t
know who was happier, Avis for the opport
have to deal with a hotel full of addicts. As usual, Friday night brought about our

costume party, which this year featured Salute the Troops. Also as usual, the

coll ection of ideas ran the spectrum fron
camoufl age before and frankly ités not pr
had to be there.

Saturday brought about the long anticipated visit to the Holy Grail of sweets. It

has been reported that the site was overwhelmed by hockey fanatics as the

waters receded. I wouldndét know, off wit
brewpubs. Other trips with other distant friends took place all weekend long, thus
reinforcing the real theme of the weekend, which is Hockey Family. Saturday

night is always a dress up night and boy do people look different. After dinner its

back to the hospitality room where again we continue to catch up with Hockey

Family.

Sunday morning is always tough as we say our goodbyes to many for another
year . I wondét miss it and hope more of u
AAHLBC Family next year.

Where to? Future Conventions

Fettero—mn

2012 - Cleveland, Ohio

2013 - Portland, Maine

2014 - Philadelphia (Firebirds)/Pittsburgh, Pa
2015 - Rochester, New York

2016 - Albany, New York

2017 - Providence, Rhode Island

2018 - Bridgeport, Connecticut

2019 - Chicago, lllinois

2020 - Manchester, New Hampshire



Convention 2011 Photos
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GREETINGS FROM
KITCHEN KETTLE
VILLAGE

09/09/2011




